Urban  District  Council  of  Parnham. 


Annual  Report  for  1911 

of  the 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


I be^  to  report  that  I have  received  during  the  year  314 
notifications  of  Infectious  Disease,  but  of  these  293  were  cases 
of  Measles,  which  constituted  an  extensive  epidemic,  which, 
however,  was  part  only  of  a much  larger  epidemic,  which  seems 
to  have  swept  over  the  greater  part  of  England;  excluding  these, 
there  have  been  only  21  cases  of  all  the  other  notifiable  diseases 
together,  namely.  Diphtheria  2,  Scarlet  Fever  13,  Erysipelas  1, 
Puerperal  Fever  1,  Consumption  in  poor  persons  4.  Besides 
these  there  were  notified  to  me  as  occurring  in  the  Union  of 
persons  not  belonging  to  the  Urban  District,  Measles  13, 
Puerperal  Fever  1,  and  Tuberculosis  2. 

The  accompanying  table  gives  details  of  those  from  the 
District. 


Month. 

Diphtheria. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Measles. 

Erysipelas. 

Puerperal 

Fever. 

Consumpt’n 
in  poor 
persons. 

January 

• • « 

7 

• • • 

1 

February  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

18 

• • • 

. . . 

March 

• • • 

1 

108 

1 

• • • 

April  

• • • 

1 

76 

• • • 

1 

May  

1 

• • • 

61 

• « • 

• • • 

June  

* « • 

• • • 

27 

• • • 

• • • 

July  

1 

• • • 

1 

• • • 

« • • 

August 

• • * 

1 

• • • 

• • • 

• • * 

September  ... 

• • • 

» • • 

• • • 

. . . 

1 

October 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

• • • 

November  ... 

• • • 

2 

1 

• • ♦ 

• • ♦ 

1 

December  ... 

• • • 

1 

1 

... 

• • • 

• • • 

Totals  ... 

2 

13 

293 

1 

1 

4 

Diphtheria.  Only  two  cases  occurred  which  were  not  in 
any  way  connected  together.  They  neither  of  them  spread  the 
•infection  to  any  other  person,  and  both  recovered. 


Scarlet  Fever.  Seven  cases  occurred  in  January,  of  which 
six  were  in  families  supplied  by  milk  fi’om  one  purveyor  in  the 
Town,  but  the  most  careful  enquiries  were  made  at  the  farms 
from  which  he  draws  his  supplies  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  from 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  at  Devizes,  from  whose  district 
some  of  the  milk  supplied  came,  with  entirely  negative  results, 
as  no  person  could  be  found,  who  had  handled  the  milk,  who  had 
been  in  any  way  in  contact  with  a case  of  Scarlet  Fever.  The 
other  six  cases  were  all  isolated  cases,  with  apparently  no 
connection  together,  and  in  which  the  causes  were  not  traceable. 
No  death  has  occurred  from  this  cause. 

Measles.  A very  extensive  epidemic  occui*red  in  the  Town, 
commencing  in  February  and  not  ending  till  June.  The  disease 
had  been  very  prevalent  in  Hale  and  Badshot  Lea  for  some 
weeks  before  February,  and  I tried  at  first  excluding  from  the 
East  Street  School  children  who  came  to  it  from  those  districts, 
but  this  experiment  was  not  successful  in  checking  the  disease, 
so  I advised  closure,  first  of  the  Infants’  Department,  and 
subsequently  of  the  AJixed  Department  of  that  School  ; this 
appeared  to  check  the  spread,  but  it  did  not  stop  it,  for  the 
Church  of  England  Infants’  Department  became  infected,  and 
was  closed  for  about  three  weeks.  All  the  rest  of  the  schools, 
though  not  absolutely  free  from  the  disease,  escaped  closure,  and 
continued  work  throughout.  The  type  of  disease  this  year  was 
especially  severe,  so  many  as  seven  children  dying  from  it. 

Puerperal  Fever.  There  was  one  case  in  a young  un- 
married woman,  who  went  into  the  Union  for  her  confinement, 
and  died  there. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  There  were  four  cases  in  poor 
persons  notified,  but  none  under  the  voluntary  powers,  and  five 
deaths  were  registered  as  from  this  disease  in  persons  belonging 
to  the  District.  It  is  therefore  fairly  certain  that  if  five  persons 
died  in  the  year,  there  must  be  a considerable  number  more  who 
are  in  a condition  to  spread  the  disease  among  the  public,  and  I 
think  it  is  worth  considering  whether  use  could  not  be  made  of 
some  of  the  vacant  ground  at  the  Isolation  Hospital  for  the 
erection  of  small  shelters  for  the  open-air  treatment  of  such  of 
these  as  may  be  suitable  cases  for  this  treatment,  and  isolation 
from  their  families  and  neighbours. 

Influenza.  There  was  none  in  epidemic  form,  and  no 
death  was  occasioned  by  it. 

Epidemic  Diarrhoea  was  very  prevalent  during  the  hot 
summer  months.  It  was  very  severe  and  very  fatal,  accounting 
for  the  deaths  of  eight  children  under  two  years  old,  and,  what  is 
more  unusual,  of  five  persons  over  65  years  old.  It  is  very 
interesting  to  note  how  this  disease  seems  to  be  dependent  on 
the  dry  and  hot  weather,  as  in  1910,  when  we  had  a cool  and 
damp  summer,  I reported  that  it  was  almost  absent.  As  regards 
its  incidence  on  particular  parts  of  the  Town,  I may  say  that  of 


the  eight  deaths  in  young  children,  one  each  occurred  in  Factory 
Yard,  Fox  Yard,  Mead  Lane,  Cox  Bridge  Farm,  Weydon  Hill 
Road,  and  Long  Garden  Walk  ; also  two  in  the  Union  of  child- 
ren from  our  District. 

On  August  19th,  just  about  six  weeks  after  the  excessive 
heat  had  begun,  I received  the  Local  Government  Board’s  circular, 
dated  August  18th,  suggesting  precautions  to  he  taken  to  dimin- 
ish the  excessive  child  mortality  from  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis, 
the  suggestions  falling  under  three  heads,  namely  : — 

1.  That  exact  advice  should  be  given  as  to  the  feeding  of 

infants.  I may  say  that  the  very  excellent  card  on 
this  subject,  issued  some  years  ago  by  the  Surrey 
County  Council,  is  distributed  continuously  through 
the  medium  of  the  midwife  to  young  mothers,  so  that 
I have  not  thought  it  necessary  to  have  any  leaflets 
specially  printed  for  the  purpose. 

2.  The  Surveyor  has  detailed  a man  to  go  round  among  the 

yards  and  smaller  houses  to  examine  and  clean,  where 
necessary,  gulleys  and  drains,  and  explain  to  the 
inhabitants  the  methods  for  keeping  the  drains,  &c., 
clean,  and  the  value  of  doing  so. 

3.  I made  enquiries  at  the  time  as  to  the  incidence  of 

Diarrhoea  among  the  population  generally,  and  the 
exact  results  for  the  year  have  been  stated  above. 

Whooping  Cough  was  never  prevalent  in  epidemic  form, 
but  one  death  was  attributed  to  it. 

BIRTH  AND  DEATH  RATE. 

Owing  to  a different  method  adopted  by  the  Registrar 
General  in  arriving  at  the  nett  births  and  deaths  belonging  to  the 
district,  I am  not  able  to  show  in  my  table  the  separation 
between  those  occurring  in  the  Town  and  those  in  the  Union  in 
the  same  way  as  in  previous  years,  but  the  nett  results  are 

comparable. 

As  regards  births  I am  glad  to  say  that  there  has  been  a 
considerable  improvement,  the  number,  191,  having  been  only 
exceeded  once  in  the  previous  ten  years. 

The  number  of  deaths,  however,  is  not  so  satisfactory,  being 
18  above  the  number  last  year,  and  having  only  been  exceeded 
once  in  the  previous  ten  years.  The  rate  per  1,000  of  population 
is  as  high  as  13-58  ; this  is  of  course  partly  accounted  for  by  the 
large  increase  in  infantile  deaths,  there  having  been  26  of  these, 
instead  of  seven,  last  year,  and  in  spite  of  the  larger  number  of 
births,  producing  a rate  of  136-1  per  1,000  births.  Of  these  26 
deaths,  nine  were  due  to  Premature  Birth,  five  to  Epidemic 
Diarrhoea,  one  each  to  Measles,  Whooping  Cough  and  various 
other  diseases.  In  the  accompanying  table  are  shown  the 
numbers  and  their  distribution  tliroughout  the  year,  and  the 
rates  per  1,000.  They  are  calculated  on  the  population  ascer- 


tained  by  the  census  of  April,  1911,  to  be  7,365.  This  census 
shows  a decided  increase  in  the  rate  of  progress  of  the  population 
as  compared  with  the  interval  between  1891  and  1901  ; the 
inciease  in  that  decade  had  been  about  86  per  year,  but  the 
increase  in  this  decade  has  been  about  99  per  year.  I may  say 
that  according  to  the  plan  for  estimating  the  figures  wliich  I have 
followed  year  by  year,  my  estimate  to  the  middle  of  1911  would 

have  been  7,310,  which  would  have  been  55  below  the  ascertained 
number. 


Month. 

Deaths. 

Town  and  Union. 

Births. 
Town  and 
Union. 

Total  per  month 

Under  i year. 

Zymotic  Dis. 

January  

25 

4 

17 

February  

15 

5 

1 

22 

March 

15 

1 

6 

22 

April  

9 

9 

May  

19 

2 

1 

25 

June  . 

10 

3 

1 

23 

July  

15 

2 

13 

August  

19 

5 

10 

11 

September 

15 

4 

4 

17 

October  

12 

1 

2 

9 

November 

8 

3 

22 

December 

18 

2 

20 

Outward  transfers 

80 

19 

Inward  transfers 

3 

Total  nett  for  town 

excluding  Union 

100 

26 

20 

191 

Per  1,000  per  ann. 

13-58 

3-66 

2-71 

25-93 

Ditto  in  1910 

11-36 

0-97 

0 83 

20-36 

Ditto  in  1909 

12-48 

0-98 

0-56 

28-19 

SCHOOL  INSPECTION. 

I have  continued  my  inspections  of  the  Public  Elementary 
Schools,  and  have  sent  a report  for  the  first  term  of  the  year  and 
one  at  the  end  of  the  year  to  the  Education  Medical  Officer  for 
the  County.  I paid  13  ordinary  and  6 special  visits  to  the  Schools 
for  infectious  or  contagious  diseases,  also  4 visits  to  School  chil- 
dren at  their  own  homes.  I have  had  considerable  trouble  with 
children  sent  to  School  with  Pediculous  heads,  and  I still  find  a 
good  many  who  are  not  clean.  The  Parish  Nurse  also  pays 
periodical  visits  to  the  Schools.  The  serious  epidemic  of  Measles, 
alluded  to  above,  seriously  interfered  with  school  work  in  tlie 
early  part  of  the  year.  For  details  see  above. 

The  Schools  all  have  an  abundant  supply  of  good  water,  anti 
their  sanitary  condition  is,  on  the  whole,  good.  A defect  of  some 
standing  in  the  urinal  at  the  West  Street  Council  School  has 


been  remedied,  but  all  the  Schools,  except  the  East  Street 
Council  Schools,  still  have  the  trough  closets  to  which  I so  much 
object  on  account  of  the  difficulty  of  keeping  them  clean. 

ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

Fifteen  cases  were  removed  to  this  Hospital,  which  is  just 
outside  tlie  district,  and  no  death  occurred  amongst  them.  There 
is  ample  accommodation  to  deal  with  any  ordinary  year’s  cases  of 
Scarlatina,  Diphtheria,  and  Enteric  Fever,  hut  not  for  Measles — 
whicli  is  also  notifiable  in  the  district. 

Disinfection  of  the  patients’  clothing  and  bedding  is  carried 
out  as  a routine  practice  in  all  cases  removed  to  the  Hospital, 
and  in  other  cases  if  it  should  seem  advisable. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

This  is  the  same  as  last  year,  and  all  through  the  very  hot 
weather  there  was  a good  and  constant  supply. 

It  was  discovered,  towards  the  end  of  the  year,  that  a cottage 
— at  a very  considerable  altitude  above  the  Water  Company’s 
premises,  slightly  above  their  reservoir,  and  just  on  the  edge  of 
the  Urban  District — was  receiving  water  in  a very  turbid  condi- 
tion. This  was  sent  to  Dr.  Brown  for  analysis,  and  he  reported 
as  follows:  “This  sample  is  rather  hard  and  of  fair  organic 
purity,  and  gives  no  evidence  of  animal  pollution.  It  is  very 
turbid,  and,  therefore,  is  not  in  a satisfactory  condition  for  a 
public  supply.” 

At  the  same  time  samples  were  taken  from  other  parts  of 
the  district,  and  they  were  quite  satisfactory. 

It  was  found  on  enquiry  that  the  cottage  and  3 or  4 other 
houses  adjoining  were  beyond  and  above  the  area  which  the 
Company  were  able  to  serve  with  water  from  their  reservoir, 
where  it  is  filtered,  and  so  the  owner  of  the  cottage  was  receiving 
water  from  the  Company  on  the  understanding  that  he  must  filter 
it  himself. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

I received  instructions  from  the  Sanitary  Committee  in 
January  to  get  3 samples  of  milk  analysed,  and  again  in  October 
to  repeat  the  analysis  of  3 samples  chosen  as  follows : — 

a From  a retail  dealer  in  the  town  who  received  his  milk  by 
train  or  from  a distance  and  sold  it  in  the  district. 

b From  a milk  seller  whose  milk  was  produced  and  sold  in 
the  district. 

c From  a milk  seller  whose  milk  was  produced  in  the  Rural 
district  of  Farnham  and  sold  in  the  Urban  district. 

Thus,  during  the  year,  2 samples  were  taken  from  each  of 
these  3 classes  of  milk  sellers,  making  1 sample  each  from  6 
dealers. 

The  milk  was  examined  by  Dr.  Routley,  not  with  a view  to 
determining  if  it  were  adulterated,  but  with  a view  to  determining, 


if  possible,  which  of  the  milks  were  produced  uuder  cleanly 
conditions  and  were  bacteriologically  pure. 

The  final  result  of  the  6 analyses  was : — 

One  brought  in  from  the  Rural  district  and  one  brought 
in  by  train  were  distinctly  unwholesome  by  the  time 
they  reached  the  consumer. 

One  from  the  Urban  district  was  distinctly  unsatisfactory. 

One  brought  in  from  outside  the  parish  was  a very  fair 
sample,  though  not  of  a very  high  standard. 

One  from  the  Rural  district  and  one  from  the  Urban 
district  were  very  good. 

No  tubercle  bacilli  were  found  in  any  of  the  six  samples. 

Uonsidering  that  only  two  of  the  six  were  good,  1 have  been 
authorised  to  carry  the  examination  of  the  milk  further  in  1912. 

In  my  report  oti  factories  and  woi’kshops  for  the  year,  the 
condition  of  the  dairies  and  milkshops  has  been  described,  and  in 
addition  to  this,  the  Surveyor  reports  to  me  : “ On  the  15th  May, 
a man  was  found  milking  cows  with  a very  dii’ty  and  injured  hand. 
I asked  that  he  should  leave  off  milking  at  once,  which  he  did. 
This  was  a specially  bad  case,  which  I reported  to  the  Council 
and  the  matter  was  dealt  with.  It  is  no  uncommon  thing  to  find 
men  milking  cows  with  dirty  hands,  and  particidarly  with  dirty 
clothing.  I have  got  most  of  the  cow-keepers  to  provide  hot 
water  for  washing  the  hands  of  the  milkers  and  the  teats  and 
the  udders  of  the  cows  before  milking,  but  some  very  considerable 
improvement  is  needed  along  these  lines  yet.  If  the  milkers 
could  be  made  to  milk  in  clean  overalls  it  would,  I think,  give 
them  a greater  sense  of  need  for  cleanliness  in  milking  and  hand- 
ling milk  vessels.” 

The  cowsheds,  milkshops,  slaughterhouses,  market  and  places 
where  food  is  prepared  for  sale  have  been  inspected  from  time  to 
time,  and  particular  attention  paid  to  the  cleanliness  of  premises 
where  food  stuffs  are  made  and  stored  and  the  utensils  used  in 
the  making.  The  Surveyor  also  condemned  and  witnessed  the 
destruction  of  the  following  things : — The  whole  carcase  and 
organs  of  one  bullock ; the  whole  carcase  and  organs  of  three 
pigs  ; also  a quantity  of  meat  sausages,  fruits,  sweets  and  veget- 
ables. 

The  meat  in  Parnham  is  generally  good,  and  the  premises 
where  food  is  prepared  are  kept  fairly  clean. 

The  Inspector  of  Nuisances  is  specially  appointed  Inspector 
of  Slaughterhouses,  with  special  reference  to  animals  slaughtered 
there ; also  of  markets  and  cowsheds,  with  respect  more  particu- 
larly to  the  health  and  good  condition  of  cattle  and  pigs  therein. 
He  holds  the  Certificate  of  the  Sanitary  Institute,  granted  at  the 
time  when  meat  inspection  was  included  in  the  general  syllabus 
for  examination  as  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  and  he  has  also  had 
special  training  in  the  subject  of  meat  inspection.  He  is  also 
authorised  to  call  in  a Veterinary  Surgeon  whenever,  in  his 
opinion,  it  is  necessary  to  have  any  animal,  carcase  or  meat 
examined.  No  officer  of  the  Council  is  specially  authorised  or 
appointed  under  the  provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  to 


take  samples  of  food  or  driij^s  for  analysis,  as  at  present  the  Act 
is  administered  by  the  County  Council  Inspectors. 

HOUSE  ACCOMMODATION. 

With  regard,  first,  to  the  houses  on  which  special  reports 
had  been  made  under  section  17  of  the  Housing  Act  during  1910, 

I can  report  of  the  houses  at  the  corner  of  Vicarage  Lane  and 
Lower  Church  Lane  : 

That  Nos.  8 and  9,  Vicarage  Lane  and  20  and  21,  Lower 
Church  Lane  have  been  pulled  down  by  the  ownei’,  after  closing 
orders  had  been  sealed,  and  that  18  and  19,  Lower  Church  Lane 
have  been  very  much  improved  and  made  quite  fit  for  habitation. 
That  13,  14,  15,  16  and  17,  Lower  Church  Lane  have  been  con- 
siderably improved,  without  resort  to  a closing  order.  They 
have  been  redrained  and  had  sinks  provided  ; their  old  ashpits 
have  been  removed  and  new  sanitary  dustbins  provided  ; the 
w.c.’s  have  been  altered  and  amended  ; the  yard  cemented 
throughout ; and  the  houses  generally  renovated.  That  3,  4,  5,  6, 
7 and  8,  Abbey  Street  were  made  fit  for  habitation,  without  a 
closing  order,  by  having  their  back  yards  cemented,  old  outbuild- 
ings removed,  new  w.c.’s  and  wash-houses  provided,  and  general 
repairs  to  drainage  and  the  interiors  of  the  houses. 

That  in  the  case  of  10  houses  in  Burningham’s  Buildings 
and  Bridge  Square,  after  conference  with  the  owner,  four  have 
been  pulled  down  ; three  others  have  been  converted  into  shop 
premises;  and  three  have  been  re-modelled  and  improved.  There 
will  be  good  air  space,  and  fairly  good  surroundings  for  the 
cottages  left,  which  are  now  quite  fit  for  habitation.  That  four 
other  houses  in  Bridge  Square,  included  in  the  same  report,  but 
belonging  to  a different  owner,  have  been  sold,  and  the  present 
owner  has  asked  for  time  to  consider  how  best  to  deal  with  them, 
but  has  given  an  undertaking  either  to  render  them  fit  for  habi- 
tation or  pull  them  down. 

The  new  dwelling  houses  erected  in  the  year  1911  have  been 
in  all  29  ; most  of  these  are  houses  of  fair  size  and  on  the  South 
side  of  the  town,  in  which  direction  it  is  principally  extending. 
They  mostly  have  plenty  of  air  space  round  them.  All  plans  are 
examined  by  the  Sanitary  Committee. 

Systematic  inspections  have  been  carried  out,  and  as  a 
result  230  premises  have  been  inspected. 

As  will  be  seen  by  the  accompanying  table,  44  houses  have 
been  inspected,  and  representations  made  on  them  under  section 
17  of  the  Housing  Act  in  1911.  Of  these:  Five  in  Fox  Yard 
have  been  pulled  down,  and  six  others  are  being  built  in  their 
place,  but  the  work  is  not  quite  complete  ; Four  others  in  Fox 
Yard,  belonging  to  another  owner,  have  been  much  amended  and 
made  fit  for  habitation.  Two  in  Vicarage  Lane  have  been  pulled 
down,  as  stated  above,  when  considering  the  houses  which  had 
been  first  reported  on  in  1910. 

In  the  case  of  two  cottages  at  Snailslynch,  action  by  the 
Council  has  been  postponed,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  property 


44 


44 


has  just  changed  hands,  or  is  just  about  to  do  so.  The  same 
course  has  been  taken  with  regaid  to  six  cottages  in  Bear  Lane, 
the  property  of  the  owners  of  a factory  adjoining,  who  are  going 
to  make  considerable  alterations  in  their  premises,  and  have 
undertaken  to  make  these  cottages  fit  for  liabitation,  or  pull  them 
down  within  a limited  time. 

The  Council  are  considering  the  best  action  to  take  in  the 
case  of  twenty-five  cottages  situated  in  Beavers  Yard,  Potters 
Gate,  and  College  Gardens  (belonging  to  different  owners),  the 
report  on  which  was  only  sent  in  to  them  on  December  1 1th,  191 1. 

The  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  undei’, 
and  for  the  purposes  of,  section  17  of  the  Act  of  1909 

The  number  of  dwelling-houses  which,  on  inspec- 
tion, were  considered  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or 
injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation 

The  number  of  representations  made  to  the  Local 
Authority  with  a view  to  the  making  of  closing  orders 

The  numbe!'  of  closing  oi’ders  made 

The  number  of  dwelling-houses,  the  defects  in 
which  were  remedied  without  the  making  of  a closing 
order  ... 

The  number  which,  after  the  making  of  closing 
orders,  weie  made  fit 

The  general  defects  found  in  most  cases  were 
water  laid  on  in  houses,  w^ant  of  sinks  and  coppers  and  drainage, 
defective  lighting  and  ventilation,  defective  w.c.’s  and  hack  yards, 
and  general  dilapidation. 

Under  section  15,  the  following  premises  have  been  inspected 
and  reported  on,  and  the  following  renovations,  repaii  s,  altera- 
tions and  improvements  carried  out  : — 

4;  Blossom  Cottages 

1,  2 and  3,  Myrtle  Cottages 

6,  St.  James’  Avenue 

3 Cottages  in  Mead  Lane 
Canadian  Cottage 

4 Cottages  in  Winkworth  Place 


4 

4 


13 


2 

-Want  of 


3 

z 

3 

2 

2 

3 

1 


91 


Arundel  Place 
Cambridge  Place 
Brewhouse  Yard 
Long  Garden  Walk 
Snelling’s  Yard 
Red  Lion  Lane 
Red  Lion  Lane 
58  and  59,  Downing  Street 
47,  East  Street 
60,  Downing  Street 
2,  Blossom  Villas 

13  and  14,  Park  Place,  Bear  Lane 
5,  Babbs  Mead 

1 and  2,  Pentonville  Cottages 
Pine  Cottage,  Snelling’s  Yard 
4 and  6,  Darvill’s  Lane 

14  and  24,  Abbey  Street 


Drainage  altered  or  amended 

23 

cases 

Yards  wholly  or  partly  paved 

30 

New  sinks  provided,  or  old  ones  improved 

15 

^ > 

W.C.’s  repaired,  or  new  ones  provided 

16 

n 

Water  laid  on  indoors  ... 

13 

» j 

Old  dustbins  abolished,  and  fiew  ones  pro- 

vided 

34 

5 

Ventilation  improved  ... 

15 

? J 

Additional  windows  or  lighting  provided  ... 

6 

General  internal  repairs 

31 

5 5 

Damp  prevention  provided  in  walls  or  under 

floors 

16 

55 

Roofs  repaired 

21 

55 

Out-buildings  removed  or  repaired 

2 

55 

Twenty-four  houses  were  inspected  not  under 

either  of  th 

sections,  with  the  result  that : — 

Drainage  amended  or  altei’ed 

18 

cases 

Yards  wholly  or  partly  paved 

10 

55 

New  sinks  provided,  or  old  ones  improved 

2 

55 

New  w.c.’s  provided,  or  old  ones  improved 

10 

55 

Old  aslipits  removed,  and  new  sanitary  dust- 

bins provided 

6 

55 

Ventilation  improved  ... 

1 

55 

Additional  windows  or  lighting  provided  ... 

1 

55 

General  internal  repairs 

7 

55 

Damp  prevention  for  walls  or  floors 

3 

55 

Roofs  repaired 

4 

55 

Old  out-buildings  removed  or  repaired 

1 

55 

New  wash-house  provided 

1 

55 

These  have  all  been  reported  on,  in  writing,  to  the  Sanitary 
Committee,  and  with  the  remainder  of  the  230  mentioned  above 
but  not  specifically  referred  to  are  recorded  with  full  plans  and 
particulars,  which  plans  show  the  general  arrangements  including 
size,  number  and  capacity  of  rooms,  with  size  and  position  of 
windows,  and  including  air  space  and  conveniences  belonging 
thereto,  also  particulars  as  to  rent,  popuhition  etc.  When  this 
inspection  is  complete,  it  is  proposed  to  tabulate  results,  which 
will  be  of  considerable  value  for  future  use  and  reference. 

It  may  be  said  here  that  in  138  cases  all  work  required  has 
been  actually  done  by  the  owners  and  in  six  partly  done,  and  a large 
number  of  the  less  urgent  ones  are  still  under  consideration  or 
postponetl  for  further  inspection. 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  FARM. 

The  only  sewer  extensions  done  during  the  year  have  been 
that  of  the  Sheephouse  Estate  on  the  south  side  of  the  town,  and 
that  to  the  premises  of  the  Waterworks  in  Darvill’s  Lane;  this 
latter  extension  has  enabled  the  Council  to  secure  the  abolition 
of  a cesspool  on  the  Water  Company’s  property  (which  was 
referred  to  in  somewhat  strong  terms  in  the  Annual  Report  for 


1910),  where  are  the  wells  from  which  the  principal  supply  of 
water  for  the  town  is  taken. 

The  sewers  in  the  district  are  regularly  flushed  and  have 
given  little  trouble  during  the  year,  except  where  tlie  sewers  are 
surcharged  by  abnormal  flow  of  trade  refuse  from  the  Farnham 
United  Breweries  Ltd.,  which  abnormal  flow  is  receiving  the 
attention  of  the  Council. 

The  Sewage,  after  limited  tank  treatment  at  the  Pumping 
Station,  is  pumped  to  the  Farm  and  treated  on  land.  No  diffi- 
culty of  any  kind  has  been  experienced  in  this  treatment.  The 
land  at  the  Farm  is  generally  inclined  towards  the  effluent 
channel,  and  filters  have  been  provided  to  intercept  and  filter  any 
effluent  from  the  surface  of  the  land  which  has  escaped  land 
treatment;  these  filters  have  done  good  and  efficient  work  during 
the  year,  and  have  greatly  added  to  the  efficiency  of  the  Farm. 

During  last  year,  about  acres  of  land  were  added  to  the 
Farm  on  the  north  or  higher  side  of  the  same ; this  land  has  been 
underdrained  and  laid  out  for  sewage  treatment  by  the  Council, 
and  has  been  in  use  for  the  greater  portion  of  the  year.  No  com- 
plaint either  in  respect  of  effluent  or  nuisance  from  the  Farm 
lias  been  received  during  the  year,  and  the  samples  of  effluent, 
examined  by  the  Council’s  Chemist,  have  always  been  found  of  a 
satisfactory  nature. 

The  Sludge  from  the  sewage  tanks  is  filtered  through  the 
domestic  refuse  (collected  from  the  town)  on  concrete  beds  and 
the  liquor  from  them  run  back  to  the  sewage  tanks.  This  is 
found  a very  efficient  and  economical  method  of  dealing  with  and 
disposing  of  both  the  sludge  and  the  refuse,  the  mixture  being 
sold  to  farmers,  who  cart  it  away  to  their  land. 

The  same  system  of  collecting  domestic  ashes  and  refuse  has 
been  continued  as  last  year. 

During  the  summer  months  all  the  principal  highways,  and 
also  a number  of  secondary  streets,  are  coated  with  tar,  and  also 
regularly  watered  and  scavenged  ; this  prevents  the  road  surface 
becoming  impregnated  with  foul  matter,  and  diminishes  very 
materially  the  accumulation  of  dust  and  dirt,  and  their  tlissemi- 
nation  by  the  wind  or  other  causes. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

During  July  complaints  were  received  of  smells  from  street 
gratings,  thought  to  be  sewer  gas  escaping ; it  was,  however, 
traced  to  escape  of  coal  gas  into  the  surface  water  drains.  The 
escape  has  been  pai  tly  remedied,  and  the  nuisance  is  now  abated. 

In  October  my  attention  was  called  to  No.  1,  Winton  Road, 
because  a child  resident  there  came  for  treatment  suffering  from 
sore  throat  of  a suspicious  character,  and  a history  of  sore  throats 
l^eing  common  among  the  household.  As  it  was  doubtfid  if  it 
was  a case  of  mild  Diphtheria,  I took  a swab  from  the  throat  and 
had  it  examined  by  Dr.  Routley.  He  repoi’ted  that  he  found  no 
bacilli  indicative  of  Diphtheria,  but  that  there  were  large  quanti- 
ties of  another  form  of  bacillus  which  is  associated  with  Septic 


Sore  Throat,  which,  he  thought,  might  be  due  to  the  inhalation 
of  “ground  air.”  On  inspection  tlie  drainage  was  found  in  a bad 
state  of  repair,  and  likely  to  produce  a nuisance.  The  owner  was 
written  to,  and  alterations  and  amendments  in  the  drainage  were 
made. 

The  accompanying  table  of  the  rainfall  for  the  year  is 
interesting,  as  showing  how  very  unequally  the  rainfall  is  distri- 
buted over  the  year,  and  yet  how  very  nearly  the  average  is  kept 
up  for  all  the  year.  The  average  for  a period  of  20  years  during 
which  the  late  Mr.  Sidebotham  of  The  Bourne  kept  records,  was 
just  over  27  inches. 

Rainfall,  1911. 


January 

...  1'146  inches 

August 

1‘075  inches 

February 

1-200  „ 

September 

-895 

>) 

March... 

1-764  „ 

October 

3-145 

>> 

April  ... 

1-512  „ 

November 

4-040 

n 

May  ... 

...  2-005  „ 

December 

7-400 

>> 

June  ... 

1-790  „ 

July  ... 

-795  „ 

Total 

26-767 

S.  G.  SLOMAN, 


21st  March,  1912. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


The  Annual  Report  of  Factories  and  Workshops  for  1911, 
and  also  Reports  on  certain  Cottages,  to  which  allusion  has  been 
made,  are  submitted  herewith. 


TABLE  I. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  ipn  and  previous  Years. 
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Area  of  District  in  acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by  water),  1,114. 

Total  population  at  all  ages,  7,365;  No.  of  inhabited  houses,  1,662;  Average  No.  of  persons  per  house,  4-43.  (At  Census  of  191 


Urban  District  Council  of  Farnham. 


REPORT  FOR  1911 

UPON 

Factories  and  Workshops  in  Farnham 

Urban  District, 


BY  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


REPORT 


During  November  and  December  of  1911,  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  and  1 inspected  21  Factories,  44  Workshops  or 
Workplaces,  8 Cowsheds,  Dairies,  or  places  wiiere  milk  is  sold, 
14  Bakeries,  9 Slaughter  Houses,  2 Laundries,  and  2 Common 
Lodging  Houses. 

FACTORIES. 

These  are  distinguished  from  Workshops,  as  being  places 
where  work  is  done  by  machinery  moved  by  some  other  power 
than  hand  power,  and  in  these  cases  the  Factory  Inspector 
enquires  into  all  matters  connected  with  the  regulations  of  the 
Factory  Act,  and  my  duty  consists  only  in  ascertaining 
whether  the  sanitary  arrangements  are  adequate  (considering 
the  number  and  sex  of  the  workpeople  employed)  and  in  good 
order,  also  in  satisfying  myself  that  the  means  of  escape  in 
case  of  fire  are  sufficient  in  all  Factories  where  more  than  40 
persons  are  employed.  Of  the  21  inspected,  the  following 
were  found  in  good  or  fair  order,  and  with  sufficient  means  of 
escape  in  case  of  fire  : — 

Farnham  United  Breweries,  Ltd. 

Mr.  Elliott,  West  Street. 

Mr.  Crow,  West  Street. 

Mr.  Langham,  West  Street. 

Messrs.  M.  & J.  Tily,  Long  Garden  Walk. 

Messrs.  Watney,  Combe,  Reid  & Co.,  Castle  Street. 

The  Poultry  Supply  Association,  Bear  Lane. 

Pilgrims’  Way  Motor  Works. 

Messrs.  Farrar,  Brooks  & Co.,  Downing  Street. 

Messrs.  Mardon  & Mills,  Long  Bridge. 

Messrs.  Hickley  & Co.,  South  Street. 

Messrs.  Sturt  & Goatcher,  East  Street. 

Messrs.  Barling  & Sons,  East  Street. 

Messrs.  Swain  & Jones,  East  Street. 

Messrs.  Clarke  & Newcombe,  East  Street. 

Messrs.  Goddard  & Sons,  East  Street. 

The  Gas  Company,  East  Street. 

Mr.  March,  East  Street. 

Mr.  Smyth,  behind  13,  East  Street. 

Messrs.  Heath  & Wiltshire,  South  Street. 

Messrs.  Crosby,  South  Street. 


This  report  shows  that  tlie  sanitary  arrangements  at  the 
Farnliam  United  Breweries  were  better  tlian  they  were  last 
yeai‘.  At  the  Poultry  Supply  Association  one  w.c.  has  been 
provided,  and  the  whole  building  is  in  process  of  considerable 
alteration,  when  it  is  intended  to  make  it  thoroughly  sanitary. 
'I'he  sanitary  condition  of  the  small  factory  at  the  back  of  13, 
East  Street  is  much  improved. 

WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 

Of  these  44  were  inspected,  and  36  were  found  in  good 
or  fair  order,  namely  : — 

Mr.  Davis,  45,  West  Street. 

Mr.  Jackman,  West  Street. 

Mr.  Hart,  West  Street, 
l\[r.  Puzev,  \Vest  Street. 

Madame  Pashler,  West  Street. 

Mr.  Usher,  West  Street. 

Mr.  Carter,  Snelling’s  Yard,  West  Street. 

Mr.  German,  Factory  Yard,  West  Street. 

Messrs.  Martin  & Sturt,  Boro’. 

Mr.  A.  J.  Bentall,  Boro’. 

^Ir.  H,  K.  Bentall,  Boro’. 

Mr.  Spencer,  Boro’. 

Mr.  IMorgon,  Boro’. 

Mr.  A.  J.  Figg,  Long  Garden  Walk. 

Mr.  Bodkin,  (Fistle  Street. 

^liss  Brading,  Tilford  Road. 

Mrs.  Oh  liter,  Alfred  Road. 

Mr.  Vogel,  Ridgway  Road. 

Messrs.  Breeze  & Son,  East  Street. 

Mr.  W.  xAyling,  East  Street. 

Mr.  Corps,  East  Street. 

Mr.  Crosby,  East  Street. 

Mr.  Ardley,  East  Street. 

Mr.  T.  A.  B.  Usher,  East  Street. 

Mr.  H.  0.  Patrick,  East  Street. 

Mr.  Baigent,  East  Street. 

Miss  Tig  well.  East  Street. 

Miss  Wooding,  South  Street. 

Mr.  Martin,  Station  Road. 

Mr.  Elliott,  Downing  Street. 

Mr.  A.  W.  Lee,  Downing  Street. 

Mr.  Smither,  Downing  Street. 

Mr.  Ransome,  Church  Lane. 

Mr.  Smallbone,  Hale  Road. 

Mr.  Kimber,  Guildford  Road. 

Miss  Raffin,  Weydon  Hill  Road. 

Of  the  remaining  8,  I would  remark  as  follows : — 

Mr.  Elder  field,  Union  Road. 

The  workshop  here  is  in  better  condition,  and  the  amount 


of  dung  in  the  garden  is  now  so  small,  that  it  can  scarcely  be 
perceived  in  the  workshop. 

Mr.  John  RohinSy  Abbey  Street. 

The  dung-pit  has  been  cemented  since  last  report  and, 
though  not  covered,  is  less  objectionable  than  it  was. 

Mr.  Crittally  Downing  Street. 

Two  men  and  a boy  apprentice  work  here  in  the  little 
front  shop,  which  is  very  little  ventilated  ; this  cannot  be 
sanitary,  at  any  rate,  for  the  boy. 

Mr.  Wilkinson,  behind  51,  Downing  Street. 

The  workshop  here  itself  is  sufficiently  good  ; but  part  of 
the  yard  outside  it  is  in  very  bad  condition.  The  larger  part 
of  the  yard  has  been  cemented  and  much  improved,  but  a 
space  about  10  ft.  by  40  ft.,  rectangular  in  shape,  adjoining 
stables,  is  entirely  unpaved  and  is,  of  course,  badly  cut  up  by 
cart  wheels  and  horse  hoofs  ; and  what  makes  it  worse  is  that 
on  one  side  of  it  is  a small  accumulation  of  dung  on  the 
ground,  and  the  rain  washes  down  over  it  on  to  the  piece  of 
ground  alluded  to,  and  this  would  be  a nuisance  in  the  summer. 

Mr.  Frisby,  Boro\ 

Here  the  floor  of  the  workshop,  which  is  on  the  first  floor, 
is  very  dirty,  and  it  appears  that  it  is  too  old  to  be  properly 
cleaned  ; it  would  seem  to  be  scarcely  safe. 

The  People’s  Drapery  Store,  Boro’. 

The  wall  of  the  workroom  here  showed  decided  signs  of 
dampness,  which  is  a very  unhealthy  condition,  especially  as 
the  workroom  is  always  rather  full  (though  not  technically 
overcrowded). 

Mr.  E.  Clarke,  83,  West  Street. 

This  is  a single  room  on  the  ground  floor,  which  is  used 
as  a bicycle-repairing  workshop.  It  is  insufficiently  ventilated, 
because  the  windows  do  not  open. 

Messrs.  Collier  & Son,  Beaver’s  Kilns. 

In  this  workshop,  which  is  only  an  old  hop  kiln,  scarcely 
adapted  at  all,  a rag  and  bone  sorting  business  is  carried  on 
in  such  a manner  as  to  be  a nuisance. 

COWSHEDS,  DAIRIES,  6c  MILK  SELLING 

PLACES. 

There  are  8 places  where  milk  is  either  produced  or  sold. 
Cows  are  kept  in  3 places,  and  milk  is  sold  in  5.  I cannot 
speak  in  praise  of  any  one  of  the  3 dairy  farms,  as  I noted  the 
following  defects : — 


Mr.  Bide,  Snailslyuch. 

Here  the  surroiiiKliiigs  of  the  cowsheds  and  dairy  are  as 
dirty  as  has  l)een  previously  described,  and  I saw  a small 
stream  of  sewage  running  across  the  road  by  the  side  of  the 
cowshed  (17  yards  distant  from  the  dairy in  the  direction  of 
the  river. 

Mr.  A.  Simmonds,  Bourne  Mills. 

'riie  dairy  here  was  very  dirty,  being  thick  with  cobwebs 
round  the  ceiling,  the  cans  were  not  clean  and  were  standing 
on  a shelf  with  dirty  bottles  on  it,  and  a dirty  towel  hanging 
on  the  wall. 

Mr.  Stovold,  Broomleaf  Farm. 

Here  is  the  same  huge  dungheap  adjoining  the  cowshed 
and  milking  place,  which  is  itself  very  dirty  and  has  not  been 
whitewashed  for  six  months,  or  more.  No  water  is  laid  on  to 
the  cowshed,  so  that  all  water  for  washing  would  have  to  be 
carried  to  the  shed. 

Of  the  5 milk  selling  places,  4 were  in  good  or  fair  order, 
namely : — - 

Mr.  George  Prince,  Tower  Farm  Dairy. 

Mr.  Taphouse,  Downing  Street. 

Mr.  Hawkes,  East  Street. 

Mr.  E.  H.  Robins,  West  Street,  but 

Miss  Nash,  of  West  Street, 

Is  not  quite  satisfactory.  The  cans  were  clean,  but  there 
is  no  water  laid  on  in  the  dairy,  so  the  washing  has  to  be  done 
in  the  scullery,  which  is  close  by,  where  there  is  a sink  which 
is  not  trapped,  and  there  is  a drain  opening  in  the  small  yard 
which  is  outside  the  windows  of  both  scullery  and  dairy. 


BAKERIES. 

The  following  8 are  in  good  or  fair  order : — 

Mr.  Woods,  24,  East  Street. 

^lessrs.  Chuter  & Son,  Castle  Street. 

Messrs.  Rogers  & Ransom,  Castle  Street. 

^Ir.  Ransom,  Boro’. 

Mr.  Worsam,  Downing  Street. 

Messrs.  Bailey  & Co.,  Downing  Street. 

Mr.  Stacey,  Bridge  Square. 

^Ir.  Browning,  Abbey  Street. 

But  the  remaining  6 are  not  in  sufficiently  good  order:  — 
Mr.  R.  Steicart,  West  Street. 

This  bakery  has  got  very  old  and,  from  want  of  repairing 
ami  renovation,  it  is  almost  impossible  to  kee])  it  properly 
clean.  It  had  been  recently  whitewashed,  but  did  not  look 
the  least  clean. 


Mr  Darracott,  West  Street. 

Hero  tlie  bakery  itself  is  in  fair  order,  but  the  yard  out- 
side is  only  g’ra veiled,  and  in  bad  condition,  from  horses  and 
carts  constantly  going  in  and  out,  and  it  would  be  almost 
impossible  to  properly  clean  it. 

Mr.  F.  T.  Burnivghain,  Boro\ 

The  bakery  itself  is  in  fair  order,  but  the  room  above  it, 
in  which  the  flour  is  kept,  is  very  dirty.  The  w.c.,  near  by, 
also  is  dirty. 

Mr.  Rogers,  Boro\ 

The  bakery  wants  whitewashing  and  cleaning,  but  the 
yard  outside  is  much  imt)roved. 

Mr.  Blackmore,  Ridgway  Road. 

ddiis  bakery  is  not  (dean  and  not  in  good  re[)aii-,  and  it  is 
much  U^o  near  the  manure  i)it  which  is  in  the  yard. 

Mr.  Beesley,  East  Street. 

Not  sufficiently  whitewashed,  and  the  yard  j)aving  is  in 
bad  order. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

These  have  been  inspected  frequently  during  the  j^ear, 
both  as  to  their  condition  and  the  liealth  of  the  cattle 
slaughtered,  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  who  has  been  specially 
appointed  to  do  this  work,  and  has  been  given  i)ower  to  call 
to  his  aid  a Veterinai’y  Surgeon,  if  there  should  a])pear  to  be 
any  need. 

The  following  are  in  good  or  fair  order  ; — 

Mr.  J.  M.  Aylwin,  West  Street. 

Mr.  Stratford,  West  Street. 

Mr.  Stratford,  South  Street. 

^Ir.  Baker,  Downing  Street. 

But  defects  exist,  which  ought  to  be  remedied,  in  these  5 
Mr.  W.  Stewart,  West  Street. 

The  i)lace  for  slauglitering  here  is  only  a square,  cemented, 
in  the  middle  of  a yard  paved  with  pitching  stones.  The 
pitching  appears  to  be  very  old,  and  it  is  in  many  i)laces  in 
holes,  allowing  dirty  pools  of  water  to  lie  about,  which  are 
most  objectionable.  It  would  be  much  better  if  this  yard  and 
that  at  the  back  of  the  houses  in  Fox  Yard,  which  is  in  much 
the  same  condition,  could  be  cemented  throughout.  The 
sausage-making  room  here  is  also  very  dirty. 

Mr.  Edds,  West  Street. 

Here  also  the  slaughtering  place  is  only  a small  square, 
and  it  and  its  di'ain  are  clean,  but  tlui  vard  round  it  and 
adjoining  the  house,  stables,  and  pigstye,  is  paved  with  old 


pitching  stones,  in  very  bad  condition,  and  is  very  objection- 
able. It  sliould  be  cemented  throughout,  with  proper  drainage, 
when  it  could  be  kept  clean. 

Mr.  Hawkiiis,  5,  East  Street. 

Here  the  slaughter  house  itself  is  in  fair  condition  ; but 
the  paving,  in  parts,  is  in  very  bad  condition. 

Mr.  Oates,  Downing  Street. 

The  slaughter  house  is  at  Darvill’s  Lane,  and  offal  is 
thrown  on  an  open  dung  heap,  on  the  surface  of  the  ground, 
within  60  yards  of  the  cottage  at  the  stables  connected  with 
the  Sanitary  Laundry.  This  is  certainly  a nuisance. 

Mr.  C.  Frice,  Downing  Street. 

This  is  only  a small  slaugliter  place  behind  the  house, 
and  the  place  where  the  meat  was  kept  was  not  at  all  clean. 


LAUNDRIES. 


The  Beavers  and  Sanitary  Laundry  are  both  in  good 
order. 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

'riiat  of  Mr.  Del  Guidice,  in  Church  Lane,  is  very  well 
kept  and  in  every  way  satisfactory.  That  of  ^Ir.  Rossie,  at 
83,  West  Street,  is  very  fair. 

OUTWORKERS. 

I only  know  of  three,  all  tailors,  and  in  each  case  the 
work  rooms  are  of  good  size,  with  plenty  of  light  and  ventilation, 
viz.,  Mr.  Hofvander,  of  Woodmansey,  St.  Cross  Estate;  Mr. 
Lockhart,  of  89,  East  Street ; and  Mr.  Henry  Atkins,  of 
Wickham  Road,  St.  Cross  Estate. 


2nd  February,,  1912. 


S.  G.  SLOMAN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Urban  District  Council  of  Parnham. 


HOUSING 

& TOWN  PLANNING  ACT,  1909. 

RE^PORX 

By  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  upon 


Four  Cottages  in  Fox  Yard. 


■ ■ r ,r 


re:  PORT 

to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Farnham  Urban  District  Council 

upon  Four  Cottages  ii\  Fox  Yard. 


These  cottages  have  a north-western  aspect,  witli  abundance 
of  air-space  in  front.  Tl\e  area  of  the  ground  belonging  to  these 
cottages  is  about  544  square  yards,  which  works  out  at  about 
136  for  each  cottage  ; the  rear  air-space  is  very  small,  and  con- 
sists of  a common  passage  about  four  feet  wide,  running  along 
the  whole  length  of  the  said  cottages  in  the  rear,  and  between  the 
same  and  the  opposite  building,  which  is  a little  higher  than  the 
cottages,  and  obstructs  sunlight  and  air,  so  as  to  render  the 
rooms  in  the  rear  of  the  said  cottages  dark  and  unhealthy. 

The  rear  air-space  above  referred  to  is  so  badly  paved  as  to 
create  unhealthy  conditions,  and  to  allow  slops  from  the  cottages 
and  surface  water  from  adjoining  buildings  to  soak  into  the  ground. 

The  adjoining  buildings  are  without  eaves,  guttering  or 
other  means  for  carrying  off  water  from  the  roof. 

The  four  cottages  have  a dual  water  supply  : (a)  from  a tap  . 
supplied  from  the  Water  Company’s  mains  at  the  west  end  of 
the  cottages  ; and  (5)  from  a local  well  in  front  of  the  block  ; 
there  is  no  water  laid  on  inside  the  cottages. 

Each  of  tile  three  cottages,  occupied  by  White,  Turner  and 
Turner,  is  built  upon  the  same  plan,  and  consists  of  a living-room 
about  11  ft.  by  10  ft.  by  6 ft.  9 ins.,  with  door  and  Avindow 
opening  to  the  north-west,  a scullery,  from  which  stairs  are 
approached,  with  door  and  window  opening  into  the  small  rear 
air-space  aboA^e  described,  Avith  tAvo  bedrooms  over  the  said  living- 
room  and  scullery. 

The  floor  in  each  of  the  cottages  is  in  bad  repair,  and  the 
Avails  in  places  are  damp. 

44ie  internal  surfaces  of  the  Avails  and  ceilings  are  dirty  and 
in  bad  repair.  The  said  cottages  are  deficient  in  sanitary  accom- 
modation, there  being  no  sinks  or  separate  means  of  drainage,  no 
pantry  or  suitable  place  for  keeping  food,  no  coppers  or  suitable 
wash-houses,  and  only  tAvo  W.C.’s  for  the  four  cottages.  There 
are  Avood  sheds  at  the  east  end  of  the  cottages. 

The  cottage  at  the  Avest  end,  occupied  by  Deadman,  has 
every  defect  in  common  Avith  the  other  three  cottages,  with  this 
exception,  namely,  that  it  has  attached  a large  scullery  or  wash- 
house, with  sink  and  copper,  but  no  water  indoors ; the  sink  is 
of  an  objectionable  type,  and  requires  reconstruction. 

We  have,  in  these  circumstances,  no  hesitation  in  certifying 
that  the  four  cottages  in  their  present  state  are  not  fit  for  human 
habitation. 

(Signed),  S.  G.  SLOMAN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

1st  July,  1911.  R.  w.  CASS, 

Inspector  of  Nuisances. 
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Urban  District  Council  of  Farnham. 


HOUSING  & TOWN  PLANNING  ACT,  1909. 


REPORT 


by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  upon 

Cottages  in  Beaver’s  Yard,  Potter’s  Gate, 

and 

College  Gardens. 


REPORT. 


18  Cottages  In  Beaver’s  Yard,  West  Street. 

3 Cottages  in  Potter’s  Gate,  West  Street. 

4 Cottages  in  College  Gardens,  West  Street. 


These  18  cottages  in  Beaver’s  Yard  are  built  round  the  out- 
sides of  a rectangular  space,  or  yard,  whose  total  area,  including 
the  cottages,  is  about  12,380  square  feet,  which  is  equal  to  about 
686  square  feet  per  cottage  ; the  most  crowded  space  being  in  the 
south-west  corner,  where  two  of  the  cottages  in  Beaver’s  Yard 
and  three  in  Potter’s  Gate  stand  on  only  1,748  square  feet,  or 
about  349  square  feet  per  cottage  ; owing  to  their  being  built  as 
has  just  been  said,  round  the  outsides  of  the  rectangle,  the  cottages 
in  Beaver’s  Yard  have  no  air  space  exclusively  belonging  to  them 
in  their  rear.  This  makes  drainage  and  other  sanitary  provision 
in  the  rear  somewhat  difficult. 

The  w.c.  accommodation  is  in  one  large  building,  with  one 
roof,  and  capable  of  being  well  ventilated ; here  there  are  12 
w.c.’s  for  21  houses,  being  the  18  in  Beaver’s  Yard  and  three  in 
Potter’s  Gate. 

There  is  only  one  slop  sink,  or  slop  drain,  for  all  the  18 
cottages  in  Beaver’s  Yard,  within  the  building  in  which  are  the 
w.c.’s,  so  that  each  house  is  practically  without  a covered  drain 
sufficient  and  effectual  for  the  drainage  thereof,  and  the  means  of 
carrying  off  roof  and  surface  water  are  very  deficient. 

There  is  only  one  covered  ash  pit  for  the  whole  of  the  18 
cottages  in  Beaver’s  Yard,  which  is  under  the  same  roof  as  the  12 
w.c.’s,  and  is  exceedingly  foul. 


The  only  water  supply  for  these  cottages  is  from  one  tap  in 
the  common  yard,  which  is  about  16  ft.  distant  fi'om  the  neai'est 
cottage  and  96  ft.  from  the  furthest.  The  nearest  cottage  to  the 
building  containing  the  w.c.’s,  slop  drain,  and  ash  pit,  is  about 
16  ft.,  and  the  furthest  is  about  128  ft.  away  from  it. 

The  cottages  themselves  are  fairly  well  built,  but  their 
arrangement,  as  regards  plan,  is  generally  bad  and  in  most  cases 
the  stairs  are  approached  from  the  scullery.  Most  of  those  in 
Beaver’s  Yard  are  on  the  plan  of  having  one  living  room  opening 
direct  on  to  the  yard  with  small  scullery  in  the  rear. 

The  approach  to  Beaver’s  Yard  from  West  Street  is  about 
10  ft.  wide,  it  is  in  a very  bad  state  of  repair  and  is  not  well 
drained,  its  surface  being  gravelled,  which  is  much  worn  and 
washed  by  the  surface  water  into  holes  and  rough  channels. 

The  following  defects  are  common  to  all  the  18  cottages  in 
Beaver’s  Yard,  and  will  be  referred  to  subsequently  as  General 
Defects.  The  means  for  slop  and  surface  water  drainage  are  very 
deficient ; there  are  no  separate  sinks  or  surface  gulleys  for  any 
of  these  cottages  ; there  is  no  water  laid  on  to  any  of  these  cottages 
or  to  the  wash-houses  \ none  of  the  cottages  are  provided  with 
separate  pantries  or  suitable  places  for  keeping  food  the  means 
for  the  disposal  of  dust,  ashes,  and  garbage,  is  defective  and  en- 
tirel}^  inadequate  ; the  sufficiency  of  the  w.c.  accommodation  is 
doubtful,  but  is  easily  capable  of  being  made  so  ; the  wash-house 
accommodation  is  quite  insufficient. 

Following  will  be  found  a more  detailed  account  of  the 
defects  of  each  cottage,  separately,  afterwards  referred  to  as 
Special  Defects.  The  cottages  are  referred  to  by  numbers,  which 
will  be  found  to  correspond  with  the  numbers  on  the  plan. 

No.  i,  Beaver'* s Yard,  occupied  hij  Mr.  Rerhert  Fulbrook. 

This  cottage  has  only  one  storey,  and  consists  of  living  room, 
sculler}^,  and  one  bedroom — which  has  no  fireplace  facing  on  to 
Beaver’s  Yard,  and  with  no  through  ventilation. 

Special  Defects —scullery  floor  needs  repair,  and  there  is 
only  a small  unventilated  cupboard  for  keeping  food. 

General  Defects — as  stated  aboA^e. 

This  house,  in  its  present  condition,  is  unfit  for  human 
habitation. 

No.  2,  occupied  by  Mr.  Jarman. 

This  consists  of  a living  room  opening  to  yard  ; one  small 
scullerv  in  rear,  without  window,  and  from  which  staiis  are 
approached  ; two  small  bedrooms  on  first  floor,  of  which  the  one 
looking  east  is  very  deficient  in  light  and  ventilation,  theie  being 
only  one  small  slit-like  window  about  6 inches  by  24  inches. 
Besides  this  are  : — 


Special  Defects,  namely — floor  of  both  living  room  and 
scullery  need  repair  ; bedroom  floor  broken  at  top  of  stairs  ; west 
wall  somewhat  damp. 

General  Defects— cis  stated  above. 

This  house,  in  its  present  condition,  is  unfit  for  human 
habitation. 

No.  3,  occupied  hy  Mr.  Frank  Offen. 

This  consists  of  a living  room  opening  to  yard  ; one  small 
scullery  in  rear,  without  window,  and  from  which  stairs  are 
approached  ; one  front  bedroom,  well  lighted  to  yard  ; one  back 
bedroom  badly  lighted  and  v^entilated,  there  being  only  one  small 
slit-like  window  about  6 inches  by  24  inches. 

Special  Defects,  namely — scullery,  staircase  and  bedrooms 
need  renovation  ; front  bedroom  ceiling  is  bulging  a good  deal 
and  is  scarcely  safe  ; living  room  and  scullery  floors  need  repair; 
front  wall  on  both  floors  damp. 

General  Defects — as  stated  above. 

This  house,  in  its  present  condition,  is  unfit  for  human 
habitation. 

No.  4,  occupied  hy  Mr.  Wilkinson. 

This  consists  of  living  room  opening  to  yard  ; a small 
scullery  in  rear,  without  window,  and  from  which  stairs  are 
approached  ; one  bedroom  to  front,  fairly  well  lighted,  but  with- 
out fireplace  ; one  back  bedroom,  badly  lighted  and  ventilated, 
there  being  only  one  small  slit-like  window,  about  6 inches  by 
24  inches,  but  no  fireplace. 

Special  Defects — scullery  wall  is  damp  on  rear  or  east  side, 
and  the  scullery  also  needs  repairs  to  floor  and  general  cleansing. 

General  Defects — as  stated  above. 

This  house,  in  its  present  condition,  is  unfit  for  human 
habitation. 

No.  5,  occupied  hy  Mrs.  Cole. 

Consists  of  living  room  opening  to  yard  ; a small  scullery 
behind,  without  window,  from  which  stairs  go  up  ; one  front 
bedroom,  well  lighted  ; one  small  bedroom  behind,  lighted  and 
ventilated  by  a skylight,  about  24  inches  by  15  inches,  so  placed 
as  to  light  the  stairs  also. 

Special  Defects — in  living  room,  the  wall  is  damp,  and  in 
places  the  paper  hangs  from  the  wall,  the  hearth  is  broken  and 
the  fireplace  needs  repair.  The  scullery  floor  needs  repair. 

General  Defects — as  stated  above. 

This  house,  in  its  present  condition,  is  unfit  for  human 
habitation. 


No.  6,  occupied  hy  Mrs.  Cole  {same  as  No.  5). 

Consists  of  living  room  opening  to  yard  ; small  scullery, 
without  window,  from  which  stairs  go  up  ; one  front  bedroom, 
well  lighted  ; one  small  back  bedroom,  lighted  and  ventilated  by 
means  of  a skylight  similar  to  that  in  No.  5. 

Special  Defects — scullery  and  staircase  need  cleansing. 

General  Defects — as  stated  above. 

This  house,  in  its  present  condition,  is  unfit  for  human 
habitation. 

Between  cottage  No.  6 and  the  one  next  to  be  described, 
exist  four  very  old  brick  ashpits,  which  are  now  only  used  for 
putting  odds  and  ends  in,  and  are  very  dirty.  These  should  be 
removed. 

No.  7,  occupied  hy  Mr.  Henry  Hoare. 

This  is  situated  on  the  north  side  of  the  yard.  It  consists 
of  living  room  opening  to  yard  on  south  ; scullery  behind — which 
is  lighted  and  ventilated  by  means  of  small  window  looking  over 
hop-fields— from  which  the  stairs  go  up  ; one  front  and  one 
small  back  bedroom,  neither  of  which  have  fireplaces. 

Special  Defects — a defective  fall  pipe  from  roof,  causing 
dampness  to  wall  in  south-east  corner  of  living  room  ; the  floors 
of  both  living  room  and  scullery  need  repair ; scullery  and  stair- 
case are  dirty  and  need  renovation ; back  bedroom  window  is 
very  small — only  about  18  ins.  by  12  ins. 

General  Defects — as  noted  above. 

This  house,  in  its  present  condition,  is  unfit  for  human 
habitation. 

No.  8,  lately  occupied  hy  Mrs.  Williams,  now  (1st  November, 

1911)  unoccupied. 

Consists  of  living  room  opening  on  yard  to  south  ; small 
scullery,  with  very  small  window  to  north,  from  which  stairs 
go  up  ; one  front  bedroom  with  window,  one  small  bedroom  over 
scullery  with  small  window,  no  fireplace  in  either  bedroom. 

Special  Defects,  namely — in  living  room  front  wall  is  damp 
from  earth  against  it,  and  its  floor  needs  repair  ; in  scullery  the 
floor  needs  repair  and  the  plastering  of  back  wall  is  broken  ; 
plastering  on  stairs  broken  : roof  appears  to  leak  near  the  chim- 
ney in  the  front  bedroom  ; house  throughout  is  very  dirty. 

General  Defects — as  stated  above. 

This  house,  in  its  present  condition,  is  unfit  for  human 
habitation. 

No.  9,  occupied  hy  Mr.  George  Cole,  on  north  side  of  yard. 

Consists  of  living  room  opening  to  yard  to  south  ; small 
scullery,  window  looking  over  hop-fields,  from  which  stairs  go 
up  ; one  front  bedroom  fairly  well  lighted  and  ventilated,  and 
one  small  back  bedroom  over  scullery  with  small  window  to 
north. 


Special  Defects,  as  follows — in  living  room  front  wall  is 
damp,  and  floor  needs  repair  ; in  scullery  floor  and  plastering- 
need  repair  ; no  fireplace  in  either  bedroom. 

General  Defects — as  stated  above. 

This  house,  in  its  present  condition,  is  unfit  for  human 
habitation. 

No.  10,  occupied  by  Mr.  Jones,  on  north  side  of  yard. 

Consists  of  living  room  opening  on  yard  to  south ; small 
scullery  behind,  with  window  to  hop-fields,  from  which  stairs  go 
up  ; one  front  bedroom  with  window  to  yard,  one  small  back 
bedroom  with  window  to  north. 

Special  Defects,  namely— in  living  room  front  wall  damp 
from  soil  heaped  up  against  it ; floor  needs  repair  ; stove  needs 
repair ; in  scullery  floor  needs  repair,  and  plastering  needs 
repair  both  in  scullery  and  on  stairs  ; no  fireplace  in  either  bed- 
room ; house  needs  renovation  throughout. 

General  Defects— us  stated  above. 

This  house,  in  its  present  condition,  is  unfit  for  human 
habitation. 

No.  11,  occupied  by  Mrs.  Jarman,  in  north-west  corner. 

Consists  of  living  room  with  window  to  yard  ; small  scullery 
behind  with  small  window  to  north  ; two  bedrooms  over  living- 
room,  and  scullery. 

Special  Defects,  namely — rooms  on  ground  floor  very  low, 
and  both  bedrooms  only  6 feet  from  floor  to  ceiling,  which 
inclines  on  both  sides  to  about  4 feet  from  floor,  and  all  the  bed- 
rooms are  badly  lighted  and  ventilated  ; the  back  wall  is  match- 
boarded,  and  shows  signs  of  damp  from  ground  in  rear,  and  on 
w^est  side,  where  the  soil  is  above  the  level  of  the  floor ; there  is 
a fireplace  in  each  bedroom,  but  no  grate  in  one,  and  the  flreback 
is  broken  in  the  living  room  ; in  the  bedroom  the  ceiling  is 
bulging  a good  deal ; there  is  less  air-space  in  front  of  this 
cottage,  being  obstructed  by  No.  12,  wdiich  juts  out  in  the  yard  : 
between  them  is  a smaller  square  yard,  w-hicli  is  unpaved,  and  in 
bad  condition  ; the  shooting  on  the  out-buildings  on  the  w^est 
side  is  very  defective,  and  the  roof  water  falls  on  this  small  yard. 

General  Defects — as  stated  above. 

This  house,  in  its  present  condition,  is  unfit  for  human 
habitation. 

On  the  west  side  of  the  small  yard  alluded  to  is  a wash- 
house, wdth  one  copper,  but  with  no  water  laid  on  or  drainage. 
Three  houses  use  this. 

No.  12,  occupied  by  Mr.  George  Downs. 

This  is  the  cottage  w-hich  juts  out  on  the  west  side  and  ob- 
structs No.  11.  It  has  two  external  walls,  to  north  and  east.  It 
consists  of  living  room  and  scullery  on  ground  floor,  with  two 
bedrooms  over. 


Special  Def ects—h\  living  room  heartli  is  broken  ; in  scullery 
floor  needs  repair,  and  its  west  wall  is  damp  owing  to  defective 
glittering  between  it  and  part  of  the  cottage  behind  (No.  14)  ; the 
back  bedroom  is  damp  fi’om  same  cause,  and  it  also  needs  repair 
to  plastering,  and  renovation. 

General  Defects — as  stated  above. 

This  house,  in  its  present  condition,  is  unfit  for  human 
habitation. 

No.  13 y occupied  hy  Mr.  James  Smith. 

Its  back  is  up  against  the  side  of  No.  12,  and  it  looks  south 
to  yard.  It  consists  of  living  room  and  scullery,  and  two  small 
bedrooms. 

Special  Defects — the  ground  floor  rooms  are  very  low,  and 
badly  lighted  and  ventilated  ; the  floors  are  below  the  level  of 
the  yard  outside  ; the  wall  of  the  living  room  is  partly  match- 
boarded,  and  it  is  damp  outside  this  and  is  probably  damp 
behind  it ; the  bedroom  floors  are  broken,  and  the  rooms  are  very 
badl}^  lighted  and  ventilated  ; the  roof  leaks  at  the  top  of  the 
stairs,  and  the  shooting  is  defective  in  south-east  corner  ; the 
whole  house  requires  cleansing  and  repair. 

General  Defects— us  stated  above. 

This  house,  in  its  present  condition,  is  unfit  for  human 
habitation. 


No  14,  occupied  hy  Mi".  Henry  Nash,  to  north-west  facing  south. 

Consists  of  living  room,  which  is  very  low  and  has  a floor 
below  ground  level  of  yard  and  2 ft.  below  the  level  of  Potter  s 
Gate,  on  which  one  wall  abuts ; the  lowest  part  of  this  west  wall 
is  match-boarded  and  is  evidently  very  damp  ; there  is  one  win- 
dow to  Beaver’s  Yard,  which  opens,  and  one  to  Potter’s  Gate, 
which  is  small  and  does  not  open.  The  west  end  of  the  scullery, 
behind  living  room,  has  one  window  only,  about  12  in.  by  12  in., 
and  does  not  open.  There  is  a room  behind  scullery  at  a higher 
level  with  window  to  Potter’s  Gate,  and  a back  kitchen  with 
window  to  Potter’s  Gate  and  a door  to  Beaver’s  yard  on  the  east 
side.  There  is  a small  pantry  with  window  also.  There  are  two 
small  bedrooms  above  living  room  and  scullery. 

Special  Defects,  besides  those  already  mentioned — living 
room  requires  cleansing  and  floors  need  repair  ; front  bedroom 
has  one  window  to  west,  which  does  not  open,  and  its  west  wall 
is  damp ; in  the  room  behind  the  scullery,  which  is  used  as  a 
bedroom,  the  roof  lets  in  water  ; the  stairs  are  somewhat  ricketty. 
The  whole  house  requires  cleansing  and  repairing. 

General  Defects — as  stated  above. 

This  house,  in  its  present  condition,  is  unfit  for  human 
habitation. 

Adjoining  the  last  mentioned  house  is  a wash  house, 
containing  two  coppers  with  no  water  or  drainage,  and  in  very  bad 


1-epair — it  is  for  the  use  of  six  or  seven  cottages  ; adjoining  this 
airain  are  two  small  woodhouses,  and  then  on  the  west  side  of  the 
yard  is  a large  building  containing  (1)  12  w.c’s.  tor  the  \\diole 
yard,  (2)  a space  which  is  used  as  an  ashpit,  (3)  the  geiuu'al 
waste  water  drain  for  the  whole  yard. 

No.  15,  occupied  hy  Mrs.  II.  Boue. 

ddiis  is  one  of  the  block  in  the  south-west  corner  of  the  yard 
and  consists  of  a living  I’oom  opening  direct  to  Beaver’s  Yard  to 
east ; scullery  to  west,  with  window  to  west  which  opens,  and 
from  which  the  stairs  go  up  to  two  small  bedrooms,  one  over 
living  room  with  a window  and  a fire  place,  and  one  over  scullery 
with  window  which  opens. 

Special  Defects — living  room  floor  needs  repair,  and  paper 
hangs  from  wall  near  front  door  ; scullery  floor  needs  i-epair,  and 
back  wall  needs  damp  prevention  outside  ; plastering  on  spandril 
to  stairs  needs  repair,  and  staircase  needs  cleansing;  ceiling  in 
front  bedroom  needs  repair. 

General  Defects — as  stated  above. 

This  house,  in  its  present  condition,  is  unfit  for  human 
habitation. 

No.  16,  occupied  hy  Mr.  Walter  W indibank,  in  south-west  cornier. 

Consists  of  living  room  opening  direct  to  Beaver’s  Yard  to 
east;  small  scullery  behind,  with  window  to  west,  from  which 
stairs  go  up  to  two  bedrooms  over  living  room,  and  scullery  in 
fair  order. 

Special  Defects — a window  frame  rotted  away  ; the  fireplace 
in  the  living  room  is  very  old  and  out  of  repair. 

General  Defects — as  stated  above. 

This  house,  in  its  present  condition,  is  unfit  for  human 
habitation. 

No.  17,  occupied  hy  Mr.  Tinsey  and  sublet  to  Mr.  Wigley. 

Approached  by  passage  under  an  archway,  which  also  forms 
the  back  entrance  to  three  houses  in  Potter’s  Gate.  There  is  a 
living  room,  very  dark,  having  only  one  window  o|)ening  on  to 
small  yard  behind  it,  and  also  behind  Nos.  1 and  2,  Potter’s  Gate, 
and  used  by  them  ; a scullery,  very  small  and  without  a window, 
and  from  which  stairs  go  up  to  two  bedrooms  on  first  floor ; the 
one  to  south  has  a small  window  over  yard  just  mentioned,  and 
the  second  has  no  light  except  what  is  derived  from  a small  sky- 
light which  does  not  open. 

Special  Defects — this  house  is  so  interlocked  with  others 
that  adequate  light  and  ventilation  is  almost  impossible,  and  is 
in  extremely  bad  repair  throughout. 

General  Defects — as  stated  above. 

This  house,  in  its  present  condition,  is  unfit  for  human 
habitation. 


No.  18,  occupied  hy  Walter  Windihanh  (same  as  No.  16). 

This  is  the  end  house  of  tlie  block  at  south-west  corner  of 
the  yard.  It  consists  of  living  room  opening  direct  to  Beaver’s 
Yard  looking  north.  The  scullery  is  very  dark,  having  no 
external  window,  and  from  it  go  up  the  stairs  to  two  bedrooms, 
one  over  living  room  well  lighted,  and  one  which  has  a fireplace 
and  is  over  the  archway  mentioned  under  No.  17  ; there  is  a door 
through  from  this  bedroom  to  one  of  the  bedrooms  in  No.  16,  as 
both  houses  are  in  the  same  occupation. 

Special  Defects— in  scullery  the  brick  fioor  is  broken  and 
there  is  no  window. 

General  Defects — as  stated  above. 

This  house,  in  its  present  condition,  is  unfit  for  human 
habitation. 

No.  7,  Potter’s  Gate,  occupied  by  Mrs.  Wheeler. 

Consists  of  living  room  to  back  and  parlour  facing  Potter’s 
Gate,  and  two  bedrooms  over.  It  has  a share  of  a small  common 
yard  and  wash-house  behind,  and  only  one-third  share  of  w.c.  in 
Potter’s  Gate. 

Special  Defects— ground  fioor  rooms  are  damp  and  the 
external  walls  are  damp  and  porous  ; stove  needs  repair. 

General  Defects — as  stated  above. 

The  house,  in  its  present  condition,  is  unfit  for  human 
habitation. 

d’he  small  yard  at  the  back  of  Nos.  1 and  2,  Potter’s  Gate 
has  a very  uneven  sui  face  and  is  in  holes,  because  it  is  paved 
with  pitching  stones,  and  in  it  is  a small  wash-house  with  copper, 
but  without  water  or  drainage.  There  is  a sanitary  dust  bin. 
The  shooting  of  the  wash-house  leaks  on  to  the  yard,  and  there  is 
no  shooting  to  roof  of  No.  17,  Beaver’s  Yard,  so  that  all  its  roof 
water  also  drops  on  to  the  surface  of  this  yard. 

No.  2,  Potter’s  Gate,  occupied  hy  Mrs.  Fry. 

Consists  of  living  room  and  scullery,  with  two  bedrooms 

over.  1 . 1 1 

Special  Defects— the  scullery  has  no  external  window,  and 

its  back  door  opens  into  a small  dark  passage  which  comnuini- 

cates  with  the  small  yard  just  described  ; w.c.  and  ash  pit  in 

Potter’s  Gate. 

General  Defects — as  stated  above. 

This  house,  in  its  present  condition,  is  unfit  for  human 
habitation. 

No  3,  Potter’s  Gate,  occupied  hy  Mr  Tinsey. 

Consists  of  living  room  opening  to  Potter’s  Gate,  scullery, 
which  has  a small  window  and  door,  both  opening  under  the 
archway  forming  common  approach  to  this  and  No.  17,  Beaver’s 


Yard,  and  is  very  dark.  Front  bedroom  is  fairly  well  lighted 
and  ventilated,  and  has  a fireplace.  Back  bedroom,  which  is 
very  small  and  is  only  lighted  by  a small  skylight  which  does 
not  open  ; w.c.  in  Potter’s  Gate. 

General  Defects — as  stated  above. 

This  house,  in  its  present  condition,  is  unfit  for  human 
habitation. 

No.  2,  College  Gardens,  occupied  hy  Mr.  Allen. 

Consists  of  a very  small  living  room  facing  to  College 
Gardens  to  east,  in  which  are  a copper  and  sink  with  drainage 
but  no  water  laid  on  to  the  house  at  all,  and  a parlour,  also  small, 
which  has  a door  in  it,  which  is  never  used,  to  Beaver’s  Yard,  but 
which  could  be  opened,  without  which  there  is  no  through  venti- 
lation ; the  floors  of  these  rooms  are  below  the  level  of  the  out- 
side ground,  and  the  walls  are  damp  ; there  are  two  small  bed- 
rooms fairly  lighted,  but  with  no  through  ventilation,  as  there 
are  no  windows  to  Beaver’s  Yard. 

Defects — there  is  no  air-space  exclusively  belonging  to  the 
house  in  the  rear,  and  there  is  no  through  ventilation  on  either 
floor  ; it  has  only  a half  share  of  a w.c.,  half  share  in  an  out-house, 
and  a quarter  share  of  an  old  brick  uncovered  ashpit,  which  is 
objectionable  ; its  roof  water  and  surface  water  are  not  sufficiently 
carried  off,  and  its  front  approach  is  in  bad  condition,  and  it  has 
no  water  laid  on. 

This  house,  in  its  present  condition,  is  unfit  for  human 
habitation. 

No.  3,  College  Gardens,  occupied  hy  Mr.  Cranstone. 

This  house  is  practically  the  same  as  No.  2,  being  of  the 
same  size,  and  having  the  same  defects. 

This  house,  in  its  present  condition,  is  unfit  for  human 
habitation. 

No.  4,  College  Gardens,  occupied  by  Mr.  George  Ayres. 

This  consists  of  one  living  room,  one  bedroom,  and  small 
pantry,  all  on  one  floor  ; it  opens  to  (/ollege  Gardens,  but  there 
is  no  air  space  belonging  to  it  behind  on  Beaver’s  Yard  side,  and 
there  are  no  windows  on  that  side  so  it  has  no  through  ventilation  ; 
it  has  no  water  laid  on,  and  no  sink,  half  share  of  a w.c.,  and 
quarter  share  of  an  old  brick  ashpit  described  above. 

This  house,  in  its  present  condition,  is  unfit  for  human 
habitation. 

No.  5,  College  Gardens,  occupied  hy  Mr.  Thomas  Jones. 

This  consists  of  living  room,  scullery  and  two  bedrooms  all 
on  one  floor  (one  without  a fireplace).  It  faces  south  to  College 
Gardens,  its  back  to  the  hop  fields,  north.  It  has  no  air  space 
belonging  to  it  on  the  north  side,  and  there  is  no  through  venti- 


lation,  except  by  one  small  window  in  the  scullery.  It  has  a sink 
and  copper  in  the  scullery,  but  with  no  water  laid  on  ; the  north 
wall  of  the  living  room  is  match-boarded,  and  requires  some 
pi'ovision  for  damp  prevention  on  the  outside ; better  provision 
is  also  needed  for  carrying  off  roof  and  surface  water.  It  has 
one-half  share  of  w.c.,  and  one-quarter  share  of  the  old  ash  pit, 
already  mentioned. 

This  house,  in  its  present  condition,  is  unfit  for  human 
habitation. 


It  will  be  seen  that  these  three  sets  of  cottages  are  somewhat 
interlocked  and,  in  some  cases,  mutually  obstruct  each  other. 
The  circumstances  of  all  of  them  are  not  identical,  therefore, 
on  consideration,  we  shall,  for  the  purpose  of  making  them 
in  our  opinion  reasonably  fit  for  habitation,  recommend  that  the 
following  alterations  and  amendments  be  made  : — 

1.  — Removing  entirelv  cottages  Nos.  17  and  18,  Beaver’s 

Yard. 

2.  — Laying  on  water  to  every  house. 

3.  — Providing  sinks,  with  drainage,  to  every  house. 

4.  — Increase,  and  improvement  of  Avash-house  accommo- 

dation. 

5.  — Improvement,  and  re-arrangement  of  building  contain- 

ing the  existing  w.c.’s,  including  the  doing  away  Avith 
the  present  places  where  ashes  and  refuse  are  throAvn. 

6.  — Providing  sanitary  dustbins  in  sufficient  numbers. 

7.  — Making  all  AvindoAvs  to  open.  Providing  AvindoAvs  of 

proper  size  to  all  rooms,  Avhere  necessary,  especially 
Nos.  2,  3,  4,  5 and  6,  Beaver’s  Yard,  2,  3,  4 and  5, 
College  Gardens. 

8.  — Repairing  all  broken  floors,  broken  grates  or  stoves, 

surfaces,  defective  shooting  to  roofs,  and  generally 
renovating  houses  throughout. 

9.  — Generally  gravelling,  and  in  some  places  paving,  yards 

near  houses. 

10.  — Removing  two  rooms  in  No.  14,  Beavers  Yard. 

11.  — Removing  old  ashpits  betAveen  Nos.  6 and  7,  Beavers 

Yard. 

12.  — Providing  scullery  at  back  of  No.  4,  College  Gardens. 

13.  — Providing  more  av.c.’s  in  number. 

S.  G.  SLOMAN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


11th  December.,  1911. 


Urban  District  Council  of  Farnham. 


HOUSING  & TOWN  PLANNING  ACT,  1909. 


RBPORX 


By  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  upon 


Five  Cottages  in  Fox  Yard. 


REPORT. 


UPON 

Five  Cottages  in  Fox  Yard,  owned  by  Mrs.  Jones. 


As  regards  Water  Supply,  they  none  of  them  have  any  water 
laid  on  indoors,  the  only  supply  being  one  tap  in  front  of  No.  3, 
but  as  much  as  60  feet  away  from  the  door  of  No  5 (see  plan). 
The  water  is  from  the  Town  supply,  and  is  a good  supply. 

There  are  three  outdoor  closets  only  for  the  five  houses,  one 
of  which  was  practically  unusable  at  my  last  visit,  on  June  17th, 
1911,  because  the  cistern  was  leaking  and  the  whole  seat  was 
soaked  with  water.  All  three  are  badly  lighted  and  ventilated, 
and  of  bad  construction.  The  drainage  of  all  the  five  houses  is 
insufficient  for  the  disposal  of  slops  and  waste  water,  and  of 
defective  construction.  There  is  also  a very  insufficient  arrange- 
ment for  carrying  off  surface  water  from  the  yard,  which  is  very 
badly  paved  in  parts,  and  in  parts  not  paved  at  all. 

There  is  one  old  outhouse  only,  at  the  end  of  No.  1.  There 
is  one,  good-sized,  very  old  ash  pit,  of  brick,  which  is  foul  and 
defective. 

They  none  of  them  have  any  wash-house,  or  copper,  or  sink. 

As  regards  the  particular  condition  of  each  house,  I will  take 
them  seriatim. 


House  marked  No.  1 on  the  'plau^  iuhahited  by  Mr.  Barnes. 

It  is  only  one  room  thick,  with  windows  to  the  West,  fairly 
good-sized,  but  with  no  windows  to  the  East,  on  whicli  side  a tall 
building,  belonging  to  Fenn’s  Factory,  is  close  up  to  the  wall, 
leaving  a cavity  of  about  a foot  between  them,  which  is  most 
objectionable.  There  is  consequently  no  through  ventilation,  the 
only  air  which  can  get  in  is  from  the  West  or  front. 

The  floor  of  the  ground  floor  room  is  about  6 inches  below 
the  level  of  the  outside  ground,  is  of  brick,  much  broken,  and  the 
walls  both  front  and  back  are  damp,  and  the  whole  house  is  dirty. 

The  outside  walls  are  generally  damp  and  in  bad  repair  ; 
the  front  wall  is  dangerously  overhanging  near  the  eaves,  and  the 
means  for  carrying  off  roof  water  are  very  defective. 

The  staircase  is  ricketty  ; the  pantry  is  very  poor. 

I consider  this  house  unfit  for  human  habitation. 

House  marked  No.  2 on  the  playi,  inhabited  by  Mr.  Clarke. 

This  consists  of  three  rooms  only,  one  above  another,  with 
windows  to  the  West  only,  so  there  is  no  through  ventilation. 

It  has  no  air-space  to  back  or  at  the  sides. 

There  is  neither  scullery  nor  pantry. 

The  ground  at  the  back,  which  does  not  belong  to  this 
property,  is  considerably  above  the  ground  floor  level,  and  in  front 
the  ground  is  about  6 inches  above  it. 

The  arrangements  for  carrying  off  the  roof  water  are  very 
defective.  The  front  wall  overhangs  near  the  eaves,  and  the 
house  is  generally  old  and  dilapidated.  It  was  papered  and  done 
up  to  some  small  extent  in  March,  I9II,  when  the  present  tenant 
came  in. 

I consider  this  house  unfit  for  human  habitation. 

House  marked  No.  3 on  plan,  inhabited  by  Mr.  H.  Cox. 

This  house  has  windows  to  both  front  and  back,  but  they 
are  small  and  do  not  admit  much  light,  and  the  scullery  window 
(to  back)  does  not  open.  There  is  a certain  amount  of  through 
ventilation. 

The  outside  walls  are  very  damp,  and  the  house  is  generally 
dilapidated,  damp  and  dirty. 

The  ground,  both  front  and  back,  is  above  the  level  of  the 
ground  floor  room. 

'bhe  arrangements  for  carrying  off  roof  water  are  very 
defective. 

I consider  this  house  unfit  for  human  habitation. 


House  marked  No.  4 on  the  plan,  inhabited  by  Mr.  T.  Wilson. 

The  lig-hting  of  this  house  is  poor  ; there  are  windows  into 
Fox  Yard  (West),  and  one  very  small  window  into  yard  at  back. 
The  ventilation  is  moderate  ; there  is  no  air-space  exclusively 
belonging  to  it,  but  the  one  small  window  looks  into  the  same 
yard  as  does  No.  3. 

The  external  walls  are  somewhat  damp,  and  constructed  of 
porous  stone,  which  is  in  a state  of  decay.  The  shooting  in  the 
front  for  carrying  off  roof  water  is  very  defective,  and  at  the  back 
there  is  none. 

There  is  a dirty  and  dilapidated  scullery,  and  in  the  top 
bedroom,  both  floor,  roof,  and  party  wall  are  very  dilapidated. 

I consider  this  house  unfit  for  human  habitation. 

House  marked  No.  5 on  plan,  inhabited  by  Mr.  Webb. 

The  lighting  of  this  house  is  poor ; there  are  windows  to 
Fox  Yard  (West),  and  one  very  small  one  which  looks  into  same 
yard  as  does  No.  4.  Ventilation  is  moderate,  but  it  has  no  air- 
space exclusively  belonging  to  itself. 

The  external  walls  are  of  porous  stone,  much  decayed,  and 
somewhat  damp.  The  shooting  in  front  is  very  defective,  and 
there  is  none  behind. 

The  scullery  is  very  small,  damp,  and  in  bad  repair.  The 
top  bedroom  is  in  such  a state  of  dilapidation  as  to  be  quite 
unusable,  and  the  whole  house  is  in  bad  repair  and  dirty. 

I consider  this  house  unfit  for  human  habitation. 


S.  G.  SLOW  AN, 

Medical  Ofjicev  of  Health. 


23rd  June,  1911. 


